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	Assessment  Activity:
In the 1880’s, a geographer named Ernst Ravenstein made 7 observations about migration patterns based on data collected from the 1871 and 1881 census figures for England and Wales. Using whatever resources you have available ( eg library or internet):
1. State Ravenstein’s original 7 observations, and
2. Provide a reference/s for the source/s you have used.


	Ravenstein’s 7 original observations:

1) .. the great body of migrants only proceed a short distance and that there takes place consequently a shifting or displacement of the population, which produces “currents of migration” setting in the direction of the great centres of commerce and industry which absorb the migrants.
2) It is the natural outcome of this movement of migration . . . that the inhabitants of the country immediately surrounding a town of rapid growth, flock to it, the gaps being then filled by migrants from more remote districts.
3) The process of dispersion is the inverse of that of absorption and exhibits similar features.

4) Each main current of migration produces a compensating counter-current.

5) Migrants proceeding long distances generally go by preference to one of the great centres of commerce or industry.

6) The natives of towns are less migratory than those of rural parts of the country.

7) Females are more migratory than males.

Reference:

The Laws of Migration
E. G. Ravenstein

Journal of the Statistical Society of London 
Vol. 48, No. 2 (Jun., 1885), pp. 167-235

Published by: Blackwell Publishing for the Royal Statistical Society

Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2979181



Observation:

The laws were derived using extensive census data across various countries in Europe and America
.  However, there is no recognition of the limits this approach places on the laws so derived which do not seem adequately to cover forced migrations such as those in Europe where 2.2 million trans-migrants moved between 1830 and 1914, the refugees seen following WW2 and more recent natural disasters in Africa.  Essentially the laws relate to a western urban / rural civilisation and not to any wider context.
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These so called laws (and they are not really laws because as you point out, their application is not universal – they do not work on every occasion) are really a set of ‘observations’ about circumstances in the United Kingdom between 1871 and 1881. That is all!  They could not possibly have taken into account events that happened several decades after the paper was written!
It does what it says on the tin!!!!

�Brilliant


�This is incorrect, The report limits itself to the united kingdom. See extract below


�It is even narrower than that





